Information for Students who have a Traumatic Brain Injury
Traumatic Brain Injury

The leading causes of traumatic brain injury (TBI) are motor vehicle crashes, violent assault, and falls. With TBI, the brain may be injured in a specific location, or in many different parts of the brain. This results in an indefinite nature of outcomes. TBI can cause physical, cognitive, social, and vocational changes to an individual permanently. Common results seen in individuals with TBI are limited concentration, memory loss, difficulty with speech, fatigue, poor organizational skills, seizures, and loss of balance and coordination. The instructional strategies that are appropriate for TBI are much like those of other areas of disability. The use of these strategies will depend upon the manifestation of the disability in assessment testing and behavior. 

Considerations

· Recovering from a brain injury is inconsistent; a student might progress forward and improve, and then regress again. It should also be noted that a "plateau" in recovery is not evidence that functional improvement is ending. 

· Short-term memory skills can be a significant challenge, although long-term memory of information that was learned before the trauma is intact. 

· A traditional test of intelligence is not an accurate assessment of cognitive recover after a brain injury. There is little relationship between the mental processes required for everyday functioning and with intelligence. 

· Follow similar suggestions and guidelines as found in the Information for Students with a Learning Disability on this website.
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