Talking with Professors
Although there are more students with disabilities in postsecondary education today than ever before, it is very possible that there are situations in which the college instructor has had little prior experience with students with disabilities.  Also, the student does not often know how to advocate for him/herself or to express his/her needs.

Suggestions:
· Be prepared to discuss your abilities and your disabilities.
· Be prepared to discuss the adaptations that have worked well in the past.

· Make an appointment to talk to your professors(s) within the first two weeks of each semester or term.  Preferably this meeting should take place during a professor’s office hour as there is typically not enough time before or after a class session.  

· Adaptations/accommodations need to be planned as early as possible, especially in regards to adapted test taking.  It is important to work out every detail of the accommodation early in the semester.  For example, waiting until a few hours prior to an exam does not allow everyone ample time to make necessary arrangements for a reader, a private room, a proctor, etc.

· You should give a copy of your Memorandum from the Services for Students with Disabilities office which verifies your disability and lists appropriate accommodations.  YOU must request these letters and will be provided copies to give to your professor(s).

· In most situations, you and the instructor will work out adaptations which are reasonable and fair to both you and institutional standards.  When these cannot be worked out or you feel that you are not receiving equal opportunities in a class, contact the SSD office.  Staff will assist you in the communication, planning, and determining of adaptations which aid you, the student, but also take into account the essential components of a course, major, or degree.
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